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In 2006, Mary Ann Mearini became an Honor Initiate of Tri Delta through her work with the Alpha Alpha collegiate chapter at Adelphi University and the Long Island Alumnae Chapter. Mary Ann was an adult student who went back to school after raising her four children and graduated from Adelphi University's University College (ABLE) Adult Baccalaureate Learning Experience program.
 
As a student at Adelphi, Mary Ann completed her Associate's degree in 2003. That same year, her daughter Bernadette received her BA at Adelphi, and the two walked together during graduation. Mary Ann continued her studies in literature and went on to receive her bachelor's degree from Adelphi in 2005. 

While Mary Ann attended Adelphi, Dr. Robert A. Scott became president. Mary Ann noted that it was the beginning of something very good. "Significant change was being made, and the heart of Adelphi really began to beat again."

Mary Ann's connection to Tri Delta began through her relationship with Ruth S. Harley, a Tri Delta at Adelphi, and the University's dean of women from 1942 to her retirement in 1970. The collegiates from the Alpha Alpha Chapter often visited Mary Ann, and she would recount stories about Ruth. Many of these Adelphi students did not have a chance to know Ruth, but because she was a Tri Delta, Mary Ann wanted to make sure they knew the kind of person Ruth was and how proud she was to be a Tri Delta. 

After Ruth Harley passed away in 2005 at the age of 103, Ruth's nephew gave Mary Ann Ruth's recipes. Ruth was known as a good cook and was always cooking and baking for her many friends and various groups. Mary Ann pulled 103 recipes from her collection and published a cookbook in her memory, titled Recipes and Remembrances. The Alpha Alpha Chapter helped to promote the cookbook by hosting a Luncheon and Tea to honor Ruth. Sales of the cookbook, which is still available for sale on the Adelphi website, benefit St. Jude Children's Research Hospital. Loved by all who own it, the book is a reminder of Ruth Harley and her virtuous life. (For more information on the cookbook, visit http://alumni.adelphi.edu/cookbook_benefit.php.)

The decision to join Tri Delta as an Honor Initiate was an easy one for Mary Ann because of her strong relationship with the collegiates and her love and devotion to Ruth Harley. She recalls that during her initiation, she listened to the words that were spoken and could not hold back the tears. "I knew then why Ruth was part of Tri Delta. I cried through the entire ceremony and feel an extraordinary honor to be among very special women. I only wished Ruth knew that I became an Honor Initiate."

Mary Ann began her career at Adelphi in 1997, and currently she is working as the Senior Associate Director of Alumni Relations. She considers herself lucky, because her job allows her the opportunity to meet Tri Delta alumnae through her daily interactions, making the relationships that more special. She previously served as the Alumnae Advisor to the Adelphi collegiate chapter, and is one of the chairs for the Alpha Alpha Centennial Celebration in June 2011.

A devoted NY Yankees fan, Mary Ann loves to read and take photographs. She has been a Eucharistic Minister with her church for about 15 years. On campus, she is the co-captain with another colleague, Kathleen Watchorn, for the American Heart Association Heart Walk. She is also involved in Creative Cups, an Adelphi University breast cancer fundraiser.

Mary Ann grew up in Woodhaven, Queens and lived there until 1969. Soon after her grandfather passed away, her family moved to Valley Stream, where she still lives. Mary Ann is married and met her husband while they were both teenagers on a blind date. They have been married for 32 years, and have four children, Victor, 32, who serves as a U.S. Marine, Brian, 30, Bernadette, 28, and Timothy, 23. Three of her four children are Adelphi alumni.
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