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Kelenda Allen-James joined Tri Delta in 1998 while studying Spanish and Computer Science at Centre College (Beta Phi) in Danville, Kentucky. Her pledge class, the Pearl Class of 1998, was the biggest one during her four years at Centre with 36 pledges. For the three years that followed, the pledge quota was set at 18 pledges to make room for a fourth sorority on campus.


An active sister who was involved in many committees, Kelenda has many fond memories of her collegiate years. Her favorite Tri Delta memory as a collegiate took place on her bid day. She went out to sing karaoke with her new sisters and chose to sing Madonna's "Like a Prayer." According to Kelenda, "I wasn't good, and I was struggling a lot. Then about 80 girls joined in--my new sisters. They drowned out my voice, and I knew that I never had to stand alone again."

In 2001, Kelenda graduated with a BA in Spanish, and moved to Frankfort, KY, to work at the Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development as a Network Analyst. She moved to the New York area in 2005 and joined the Long Island Alumnae Chapter (LIAC), knowing that it would be the fastest way for her to meet kind people.


Just as she was as a collegiate, Kelenda is very active as an alumna. She enjoys the wide range of activities that the LIAC offers. "From bowling to gift wrapping, happy hour to book club, there is a place for every sister." Kelenda is an avid reader and crafter, and actively participates in two of the new LIAC Special Interest Groups, Reading in 3D (Book Club) and Crafting in 3D (Craft Club). She loves to scrapbook, a hobby that she started in 1999, and enjoys putting together 12 x 12 books with lots of stickers.


Kelenda's favorite moment as an alumna took place at a recent book club meeting. She burst into tears, because her mother was recently called to serve a tour of duty in Iraq. Her sisters paused the meeting to comfort her, and also followed up days later to make sure that she was OK. Kelenda recalls, "This was such an important moment for me. It let me know that as Tri Deltas our friendships can continue to grow beyond our pledge classes and collegiate years if we give the women in our alumnae chapters a chance to get to know us."

Since Kelenda's mother made her career in the Army, she and Kelenda lived several places: Alabama, Mississippi, Kentucky, Illinois, and Indiana. Kelenda finished high school at the Alabama School of Math and Science in Mobile, Alabama.


Currently living in Ozone Park, Queens, Kelenda is married and works as an IT Support Specialist at Birch Family Services. Through New York Cares, she volunteers her time at ARROW Community Center tutoring in computers. Not one to remain idle, Kelenda just began her first semester of study toward a Masters in Information Technology with a concentration in IT Leadership at Touro College. 

"Member Spotlight" is a monthly feature of the Delta Reporter. To suggest an alumna for upcoming Member Spotlight articles, send an email to membership@liac-tridelta.com. 
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