Jeanne Schwarz Sofia '67 
 
[image: https://origin.ih.constantcontact.com/fs059/1102162493873/img/110.jpg]After graduating from Elmont Memorial High School, Jeanne Schwarz Sofia entered Adelphi University in the fall of 1966 to study psychology. She decided to see what sorority rush was all about, met Tri Deltas Joan Sartori and Laura Orticelle, who graduated from Elmont the year before her, and quickly decided that Tri Delta was the place to be. Jeanne was initiated with 13 other pledges and instantly had 60 sisters of all ages from freshmen to seniors. Says Jeanne, "It was a wonderful feeling of friendship and support, and greatly enhanced my college experience. As a commuting student, I would never have met and befriended so many people had I not been involved in Tri Delta." 
Jeanne's favorite memories of Tri Delta were of Homecoming and May Day. The Alpha Alpha Chapter always built a float for the Homecoming Parade and won first prize many times. Jeanne remembers that everyone was up all night the day before to complete the float in time, and twice her car was underneath the float during the parade. At May Day, an annual song and dance competition, Jeanne and her talented Tri Delta sisters, several of whom were music majors, performed every year and often won. Throughout the years, many of the May Queens were Tri Deltas, and one year Jeanne was chosen as a member of the court. 
The members of the Alpha Alpha Chapter were very proud that Dean Ruth S. Harley was a Tri Delta. Dean Harley served as dean of women at Adelphi University from 1942 to 1970. At Adelphi, Tri Deltas could often be found at the Snack Bar and were careful to obey Dean Harley's rule of not wearing pants until after 5 pm. The "Quad," which was outside in between the dorms, was where many anti-Vietnam War students hung out. As Jeanne points out this was the time of "hippies" and bell-bottom pants. In the spring of Jeanne's senior year (1970), Adelphi students went on strike to protest the war. Students did not have to go to class if they chose not to and only received pass or fail grades that semester. Jeanne recalls that the students held a vote to decide whether to hold a traditional graduation ceremony or not since it seemed so unimportant to many considering the world situation.  
After graduation (they voted to hold the ceremony), Jeanne remained at Adelphi and enrolled in graduate school. She also became Alpha Alpha's Alumnae Rush Advisor while working at A&S Department Store in its Executive Training Program. The job did not last long, but her involvement with Tri Delta alumnae did. Jeanne joined the Long Island Alumnae Chapter, but noted that at the time the LIAC was not the same as it is now. "There were very few young graduates, and the older members did the same activities each month every year from Christmas crafts to garage sales." Jeanne served as the Chapter's president from 1973 to 1975. Jeanne is very happy to have witnessed the LIAC grow into what it is today, "It's wonderful to see that now graduates look forward to being members of the group."   
Jeanne completed her Master's in marketing, and soon after was married and began her family. She was only married for a short time, but it was enough time to have three sons. Phil is her oldest and he graduated from Colgate in the same class as LIAC member Karen Clemente. Jeanne was happily surprised to learn this while wrapping gifts with Karen at the LIAC's annual gift wrapping philanthropy. Phil now lives in Arlington, Virginia, and is in between jobs. Jeanne's middle son, Michael, lives at home and is working at an Internet-based job. Her youngest, James, lives in Kissimmee, Florida, and works for Disney. Says Jeanne, "Luckily, that means I can visit him twice a year and go to the parks while he is at work. I am already a 'snowbird'!" 
Jeanne stays in contact with many Tri Delta sisters from Adelphi, including LIAC member Flo Faga Schiff. They became friends after joining the LIAC and have been movie buddies for years. Deborah Dicroce Weissman is in a weekly aerobics class with Jeanne. Jeanne's sorority mom, Anne Stankowski Santo, has lived in New Jersey for many years and has two children. Until recently, she had several rescue horses in the corral in front of her home. Jeanne's sorority daughter, Linda Prugel Rudt Smith, lives in Maine with her second husband and has recently become an ordained minister. Jeanne loves to receive her Christmas letters filled with beautiful pictures of her children and grandchildren. Esther Lidstrom was in Jeanne's pledge class and recently moved to Colorado to fulfill a life-long dream of becoming a "cowgirl." Jeanne recently enjoyed visiting her, using Esther's home as a base camp to do some travelling to neighboring states. Jeanne treasures her friendships made through Tri Delta and notes, "Tri Delta truly forms some lasting and meaningful relationships."
Much of Jeanne's time is spent volunteering. She has served on her church council and taught Sunday school for many years. As Chairman of the Council's Social Ministry Committee, Jeanne became involved in raising money for Habitat for Humanity and helped build homes in Suffolk County. She traveled to the Gulf Coast twice--once to Mobile, Alabama, and then to New Orleans--to build homes with Habitat. Jeanne is a member of the LI Sierra Club and helps fundraising efforts by coordinating the sale of Sierra Club calendars. The funds raised go to support the chapter in its environmental work. She used to attend concerts at the Oyster Bay Arboretum and sell raffle tickets to support Friends of the Arts, an organization that ran art and music programs in local schools. Due to the lagging economy, the group is no longer in existence, but Jeanne thought it was wonderful while it lasted. Jeanne is looking forward to the day when she can retire and have even more time for volunteering.
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