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Florence Faga Schiff '70 joined Tri Delta in her junior year at Adelphi University where she studied social work as an undergraduate and again as a graduate student a few years later. She learned about Tri Delta through her sister's best friend who was previously a Tri Delta at Adelphi. When Florence initiated, she joined a full chapter of 60 collegiates. During that time at Adelphi, Greek life was thriving under Dean Harley. The Tri Deltas met in Earle Hall where there was a whole suite devoted to Adelphi sororities. Tri Delta had a meeting room and lounge, and shared a common kitchen area for its weekly meetings and events.

While Florence attended Adelphi, there was a dress code that prohibited women from wearing pants. They could only wear skirts and dresses to class. Florence noted that it was often cold walking across campus. During her senior year, pantsuits were coming in style, so the rules of the dress code had relaxed. By the time she was a graduate student in the early '70s, women at Adelphi were able to wear pants, and even wore jeans.

Florence was thoroughly impressed with Tri Delta's level of involvement in every aspect of student life at Adelphi. Every spring, Tri Deltas at Adelphi participated in the annual May Day celebration with many other sororities and fraternities in the Greek system. The last one was held during Florence's junior year where she recalls a massive display of talent. Several of her sisters were music majors and rewrote a musical skit in three-part harmony. Florence remembers practicing with her Tri Delta sisters for weeks and weeks for their performance in the extravaganza.

Florence treasures the friendships she made as a Tri Delta. In fact, her two best friends are Tri Deltas from Adelphi Jeanne Schwarz Sofia '70, whom she sees on a weekly basis (Florence is the godmother to Jeanne's middle son), and Debbie Dicroce Weissman '74 (Florence was Debbie's Tri Delta mom).

After graduation in 1971, Florence became active in the Long Island Alumnae Chapter. She remembers monthly meetings and events in sisters' homes throughout the years. She has attended Founders' Day annually. Florence is looking forward to attending Pansy Breakfast this year to celebrate her Silver Circle milestone, which recognizes the 25 years since her initiation in Tri Delta.

Florence began her career as a social worker for Nassau County Children Services where she worked for several years. Following graduate school, she worked at Creedmoor Psychiatric Center for 20 years in a variety of positions. She then transferred to the Office of Mental Retardation, where she also served as a treatment team leader responsible for 11 residential group homes that housed 70 individuals with developmental disabilities.

After a brief retirement, Florence owned and operated Maggie Moo's Ice Cream in Greenvale by the C.W. Post campus for over a year. She then went back to what is now her current position as an Admissions Coordinator for Life's WORC, a non-profit private agency in Garden City that services people with developmental disabilities. She oversees the admissions for the agency's day, residential, weekend, and recreation programs, and does considerable community outreach and public speaking at SEPTA meetings, parent fairs, and autism festivals.

Florence, a Bethpage resident, lives at home with her son, Zach.
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