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Last month during the Tri Delta Convention, Claire Johnson Machosky was awarded Honorable Mention for the 2010 Ernestine Block Grigsby Award. The award, presented by Tri Delta's Executive Board, honors alumnae who, through their loyalty and devotion to Tri Delta, have shown outstanding service to their alumnae chapters. Claire has a long history of service to Tri Delta beginning with the Long Island Alumnae Chapter.
Claire became a Tri Delta at Adelphi University, where she studied History and Government and Secondary Education. At Tri Delta, Claire served as the Chapter's Historian. She fondly remembers spending time with her sisters, hanging out in the snack bar (especially the one in Levermore Hall) and on Sorority Row. She also enjoyed planning and attending formal events such as Founders' Day, Sleigh Bell Parties, Pansy Breakfasts at the Garden City Hotel, and the Annual Formal. The Alpha Alpha Chapter spent a tremendous amount of time and energy in the recruitment (rush) program. Claire's pledge class planned and conducted an Easter Party for the Little Flower Orphanage. 
Following graduation, Claire began teaching, first at a catholic school and then at the Hewlett-Woodmere School District until her retirement in 2001. Since retiring from Hewlett-Woodmere, she has been a coach with Nassau and Suffolk County BOCES. 
Claire grew up in Port Washington, and when she married her husband, Mac, in 1963, they moved to Wantagh where they raised their three children. Once Claire's children were grown, she decided to reconnect with Tri Deltas. In 1988 she attended the Tri Delta Centennial Dinner held on Long Island and became involved with the Long Island Alumnae Chapter. She served as President of the LIAC from 1991 to 1993.
During Claire's term as LIAC President, the alumnae chapter reconnected with the collegiate chapter and offered a few joint programs. In one program the collegiate chapter helped plan an "on campus day" for alumnae with young children, which included an afternoon of arts and crafts, story time and ice cream creations. The chapters began to celebrate Founders' Day together, and many of the Pansy Breakfasts were held at Claire's home. Fundraising with poinsettia sales at Christmas became popular; the Pine Party was created; the LIAC began offering a membership directory; and the LIAC started offering programs on topics that were of interest to alumnae.
Claire also served as an Alumni District Officer for New York State and Canada, working with 11 alumnae chapters. It was a very exciting time for Claire. She attended three conventions with members from the various regional chapters and met many Tri Deltas from around the country. "Serving as an Alumni District Officer made me truly aware of the valuable and enriching experiences fraternity membership offers throughout your life," say Claire.
Although legally Claire is a New York State resident (her home in Wantagh is for sale), she had a home built in a retirement community in Haymarket, Virginia, which is close by to four of her five grandchildren, and is where she lives now. Claire's three children are now in their 40s: Brenda is an English professor at the University of Hawaii; Dwayne is a lieutenant with the Fairfax Police Department in Virginia; and her youngest daughter is a school librarian in West Babylon. Claire's grandchildren are Hannah, age 8, Catherine and Joseph (twins), age 7, Michael, age 5 and Maria, age 2.

Says Claire, "I'm blessed with a wonderful family and the best thing about retirement is being able to spend time with them whenever I want." She also has traveled extensively throughout Europe and the Mediterranean, and was even part of a Phi Delta Kappa team visiting schools and programs in London in 2006.
Claire joined the Northern Virginia Alumnae Chapter in 2002 when she moved to Virginia. Upon joining the chapter, she served as Philanthropy Chair and was able to establish a partnership between the fraternity and the Inova Fairfax Hospital Children's Cancer Care program. The chapter has been recognized for its fundraising efforts on behalf of the hospital with a hallway in the children's wing named for Tri Delta.
This past year Claire wrote a book titled A Path to Learning and Literacy. It contains key ideas she learned throughout her years of teaching, and Claire hopes students and parents can use it to help them learn how to study. Says Claire, "Producing and marketing the book has opened a whole new world to me.  I set up a website, apathtolearningandliteracy.com, I'm offering workshops, and presenting at conferences."
Claire keeps busy by trying to improve her golf game and says that she considers trying to find ways to market her book as her latest hobby. She is active in the Regency Women's Club and the Friends of the new Hylton Performing Arts Center at George Mason University. Claire plans to travel to New York next summer and is looking forward to the Centennial Celebration of the Alpha Alpha Chapter in June 2011. 

